
HOME SECURITY
CHECKLIST

Boundaries

Check your fences, walls and hedges for signs of damage and repair any gaps as soon as possible. Plant thorny bushes 
along the boundary of your property to add an additional layer of security.

The Home O�ce recommends keeping the front of your property visible. Trim back hedges so they are no taller than one 
metre. 

Fencing or boundary walls at the rear of your property should be at least two metres high. Use anti-climb paint or security 
strips (with warning signs) to make them harder to climb.

Check latches, hasps, padlocks and hinges. Outdoor entrances are prone to weathering so make sure they are in good 
condition and haven't rusted or become brittle. 

The Police recommend dusk-till-dawn lights. As the name suggests, they come on at night and automatically switch o� 
when the sun rises. Low-level lights are an inexpensive way to illuminate your garden and deter criminals

Windows

Check windows and window frames. Pay particular attention to those on the ground �oor and rear of your property.

If you are unsure about the quality of your windows, look for the British Standard Kitemark. This identi�es glass that meets 
the British Standard BS7950.

Use frosted vinyl to obscure garage and shed windows. If a burglar can't see inside, they'll be less tempted to break in. 

Make sure window sensors are fully charged and wireless contacts have su�cient signal strength. This will ensure your 
alarm will go o� if someone tries to break into your property.

Side windows are vulnerable to burglary so consider adding reinforced glass, security grilles or collapsible gates to deter 
criminals.

Doors

Door panels can be thinner than the rest of your door. If your external doors feature wooden panels, consider replacing 
them or reinforcing them with a thicker, more solid material.

Your front door should be secured in at least two places, preferably with a mortice lock and latch lock. The more places you 
secure your door to the frame, the safer it will be.

Assess your door frames. External framework should be in good condition and securely �xed to the walls.

Install a cover plate over the inside of your letterbox. This will make it harder for burglars to steal keys that are kept near 
your front door.



Locks
Inspect door and window locks, being careful to check the screws and framework they are attached to. If you notice any 
damage, contact a member of the Master Locksmiths Association (MLA) for  assistance with installing a new lock. MLA 
members are regularly inspected for competency.

Use a �ve-lever mortice lock (British Standard BS3621) to secure external doors.

Sheds & Garages

Assess your outbuildings and remember that if a burglar can't break in by smashing through a door or lock, they may try to 
unscrew hinges. Use non-return screws or damage a few screw heads to make it harder for burglars to detach your door 
plates.

Lock large items together using thick chains or bike locks to make it harder for thieves to steal them.

Property Marking

Using a UV pen or forensic marking solution, invisibly mark valuables with your house/�at number and postcode.

Although property marking cannot stop household items from being stolen, it is a good deterrent as burglars �nd marked goods 
more di�cult to sell on. Marking your property will also make it easier for the Police to return your stolen items.

Scratch or etch your postcode into inexpensive items or objects you don't mind spoiling.

Open an account with www.immobilise.com, a free online service that allows you to register your assets.

Burglar Alarms & CCTV

Before installing an intruder alarm or CCTV system, think carefully about your security needs and how much you are 
willing to spend.

To �nd a reputable installer, contact your local Trading Standards or search for a provider on www.nsi.org.uk. Accreditation 
by the National Security Inspectorate shows the company is technically competent and trusted.

Monitored alarms are supervised 24 hours a day. Once your alarm  is con�rmed, your security provider will take action, 
calling you, your keyholders or the Police.

SECOM Plc's checklist only gives a view of what measures might reduce the risk of crime and 
cannot guarantee that the measures will prevent crime. Advice is given without the intention of 
creating a contract and SECOM Plc has no legal responsibility for any advice given.


